


GAME 
PLAY: 

The first team up to bat is 
"pitched'' a trivia question 
which is read by the 
opposing team. 

If the player at bat answers 
correctly, they move to 
first base and are given 
another question to answer. 

As the “batter” continues to 
answer correctly, 
move the player piece 
along the bases progressing 
until 4 questions have been 
answered correctly:  
a “home run!” 

If the “batter” answers 
a question incorrectly, they 
are out and now the second 
team is up to bat. 

Continue alternating 
between teams, one player 
at a time, until everyone has 
had a turn.

Have Fun! 

Play this fun  
and educational 

trivia game!

Two teams compete to 
correctly answer trivia 
questions about bats!

HELPFUL HINTS 
In baseball: 

• A full inning consists of 6 outs
(3 for each team)

• A full game consists of 9 innings

For this game we 
recommend: 
• A full inning of 2 outs (1 for each team)

• A full game of 5 innings to keep the game
moving at a fun and fast pace.



Please keep in mind that first and 
foremost, this is a bat trivia game. 
We realize that some of you may be 

troubled by the fact that the rules and 
terms of this game do not align with 

the true terminology, rules, gameplay, 
and scoring of a real baseball game. 

We’ve merely applied a simplified 
baseball aesthetic to a game about 

bats. We hope you can forgive us!  ; ) 

How to Play: 

This game works best with exactly 10 players and when played to 5 
innings with 1 out per team/player, per inning. 

• If you play with less than 10 players, match the number of innings to half the 
number of players to make sure each player gets at least one turn in the 
game (i.e. an 8 player game should have 4 innings. A  6 player game should 
have 3 innings).

• Designate a  scorekeeper.

• Assemble your player pieces. Cut out the bases, attaching a coin if you wish 
for added weight. With the colored square facing down on the table, fold the 
edge flaps inwards along the dotted lines. Crease the edge firmly, then 
stand the flaps upwards. Snip each flap along the solid middle black line so 
that there are notches to insert your player piece.  Note: you can also just 
use a coin as your player piece.

• Cut out a species photo (or custom player piece) and insert it into the 

notches of the base.

• Come up with a really cool team name.



• Set out the game board. Line up Team A along the left-hand side of the 
baseball diamond and Team B along the right-hand side.

• Cut out all the cards and shuffle them together - fully mixing the screwball 

cards with the trivia cards. 

• Set the cards at the bottom of the baseball diamond.

• Be sure that either the scorekeeper is the designated reader throughout the 
game or that the opposing team always reads the cards.  You don’t want to 

reveal the answers written on them. Multiple choice questions have the 
correct answer choice highlighted in green.

• During each inning, each team will send a player to bat. The player will have 

a turn “at bat” to answer questions continuously until batter has either:
▫ answered 1 question incorrectly (one out for the team)

▫ answered 4 questions correctly (a home run!)

▫ answered a screwball

▪ incorrectly answering is equivalent to an out

▪ correctly answering is equivalent to a “homerun”

• Optionally, you may choose to implement the rule that when a player 
incorrectly answers (either a standard “pitch” trivia,   a screwball card, 
or both),  the opposing team has a chance to answer. If  they answer 
correctly, they gain an additional 1 point that can be added to their 
inning total.

• Record your points on the scorecard.  Add up the points from each inning 
to get the team total.

• The game ends when you have completed all of the innings.

• Every correctly answered card (base touched) counts as 1 point. A screwball 
counts as a “homerun” and is therefore worth 4 points.

• The team with the highest score wins!





Inning Player Points Team Total Team 

1 Antoine 1 

2 Brad 0  

3 Aliyah 3  

4 Hannah 4 

5 Javier 1 

1  Brandi 0 

2 Raphael 0 

3 Maria 4 

4 Danielle 2 

5 Symira 4 

During each inning both teams will send one player to bat. That player will answer cards 

continuously until they either answer 4 questions or 1 screwball CORRECTLY OR 

answer 1 question or screwball INCORRECTLY. Each right answer is worth 1 point and 

a screwball is worth 4 points (homerun!).  

Going to Bat 
Sample Score Card 

The 

Echolocators 

Myotis 

Machine 

9 

10 

Inning Player Points Team Total Team 
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2 

3 

4 
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5 

During each inning both teams will send one player to bat. That player will answer cards 

continuously until they either answer 4 questions or  screwball CORRECTLY OR 

answer 1 question or screwball INCORRECTLY. Each right answer is worth 1 point and 

a screwball is worth 4 points (homerun!).  

Going to Bat 
Score Card 



Inning Player Points Team Total Team 

1 

2 
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During each inning both teams will send one player to bat. That player will answer cards 

continuously until they either answer 4 questions or 1 screwball CORRECTLY OR 

answer 1 question or screwball INCORRECTLY. Each right answer is worth 1 point and 

a screwball is worth 4 points (homerun!).  

Going to Bat 
Score Card 

Inning Player Points Team Total Team 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

During each inning both teams will send one player to bat. That player will answer cards 

continuously until they either answer 4 questions or 1 screwball CORRECTLY OR 

answer 1 question or screwball INCORRECTLY. Each right answer is worth 1 point and 

a screwball is worth 4 points (homerun!).  

Going to Bat 
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Player Pieces: Bases 

Cut out each base piece. Fold up along the dotted line, then 

cut along the solid middle line to create a notch for your player 

piece. 

Your species portrait will slide into the base where you cut the 

edges. 



PLAYER PIECES: Species Portrait 

Species portraits courtesy of Merlin Tuttle Photography in accordance with non-profit, educational use agreement. 

See excerpt below: 

Merlin Tuttle's Bat Conservation—World Class Photos 

Merlin Tuttle’s Bat Conservation (MTBC) is Dr. Tuttle’s most recent contribution to the world of bats. With over 60 years of 
experience studying and photographing them, he has led conservation efforts internationally for decades. It was through the global 
impact of his unique photography and communication that people first began to appreciate bats as safe, invaluable, even cute, and 
likable. He founded and led Bat Conservation International for 30 years, then retired. But requests for his unique photos and 
experience followed him, leading to the founding of MTBC. His efforts are now supported solely through MTBC and their goal is to 
extend Merlin’s invaluable legacy for use by future conservationists wherever most needed.  

There are over 2,000 bat photos available for download on the MTBC site for both non-profit and commercial use. The collection 
encompasses 19 families, 125 genera, and 298 species from 38 countries. 

Some photos are immediately available for low resolution (150 ppi) download at $10 per image for any nonprofit, educational use. 

No need to submit a request form for uses aligned with MTBC’s Terms of Use. 

For non-profit and educational high resolution uses please CLICK HERE TO FILL OUT A PHOTO REQUEST FORM.

© MerlinTuttle.org 
© MerlinTuttle.org 

© MerlinTuttle.org 

Epauletted Fruit Bat Wrinkle-Faced Bat 

HELPFUL HINTS 
In baseball: 

• A full inning consists of 6 outs
(3 for each team)

• A full game consists of 9 innings

This game was adapted with permission from:

https://merlintuttle.smugmug.com/
https://www.merlintuttle.org/terms-of-use/
https://merlintuttlesbatconservation.kindful.com/register/photo-request-form/
https://merlintuttle.smugmug.com/CommercialUse


© MerlinTuttle.org 

© MerlinTuttle.org © MerlinTuttle.org 

Big Brown Bat Seminole Bat 

Eastern Red Bat Mexican Free-Tailed Bat 

Northern Yellow Bat Hoary Bat 



© MerlinTuttle.org © MerlinTuttle.org 

© MerlinTuttle.org 

 © MerlinTuttle.org 

© MerlinTuttle.org 
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Common Vampire Bat Hairy-Legged Vampire Bat 

Black-Bearded Tomb Bat Madagascar Sucker-Footed Bat 

Jamaican Fig-Eating Bat Formosan Long-Eared Bat 




