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The Big Brown Bat is one of the largest bats in 
America, but it’s still very little—its wingspan 
(the distance from one wingtip to the other) 

is only about the length of this page! 



 

A BATTY POEM 
adapted from Arizona Game & Fish 

 
Bats are mammals 

like you and me. 
Many live in caves 

and some live in trees. 
 

Bats are nocturnal 
they are active at night. 

No bats are blind, 
some have good sight. 

 
They use echolocation 
to find insects they eat. 

They can fly at 60 miles per hour  
and at 10,000 feet! 

 
When the weather turns cold 

and there’s no food to eat 
some bats will hibernate 

in a deep, deep sleep. 
 

So don’t be afraid  
next time you see a bat. 
They are part of nature 

and belong just where they’re at! 

 

 

 

 



Most mother 
bats only have 
one baby each 

year. Baby 
bats are called 

“pups.” 

Tri-colored bats spend their winters 
in caves, mines, and deep crevices 

where they are usually found 
hanging out alone. 

 



 

 

 

Bats sleep while hanging upside down! 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Bat droppings, guano, were once 
used to make gunpowder. BOOM! 



 

 

  A bat’s wing is actually a modified hand!  
The wing bones are elongated fingers.  

Bats even have a small thumb and claw 
which helps them crawl around on rough 

surfaces.  So cute! 

 



 

 

A single Little Brown Bat can 
catch 1,200 insects in just one 

hour! 

 



How Many? 
 

 
Words Can You Find in Townsend’s Big-Eared Bat? 
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Bats are not blind. They just don’t use their sight 
when they fly around at night to find food. They use 

“echolocation,” making sounds we can’t hear that 
echo off things and back to their ears to map out the 

area. How neat! 
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While caves are fun for us 
to explore, it’s important 
to remember that many 
animals call them home. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bats aren’t the only creatures that live in caves. 
There are many kinds of cave-dwellers such as 

insects and fish with no eyes! Many cave-
dwellers have adapted to the cool 

temperatures and the darkness of caves.  



 
 

 

Caves have many kinds of rocky 
decorations like these columns. There are 

some really fun ones called cave bacon, 
lavacicles, popcorn, and soda straws! 

 



 

 

 

 

  

These cave decorations are 
called “soda straws” because the 

insides are hollow, like a 
drinking straw. Soda straws can 

grow up to 30 feet!  





 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

                                                                                                                    

Red bats choose sleeping sites in the leaves of 
trees.  They may be seen hanging from 

branches or leaves but their red coat helps to 
camouflage them from predators especially 
in sycamore, oaks, elm, and box elder trees. 

 

 


